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Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit Re-Zoning Application   
Frequently Asked Questions

What is Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit?

Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit (VIMC) is a vehicle testing and driver training facility built on 46 acres 
alongside Cowichan Valley Highway in an area zoned for heavy industrial enterprises. 

We are a unique motorsport destination experience that offers drivers of high-performance vehicles driver 
education and a safe, challenging and appropriate venue for an invigorating driving experience.  

In contrast to race-focused tracks, VIMC facilities were custom designed as a club facility for members as well 
as guests who simply wish to spend the day with us improving their driving skills. 

In addition to our club membership, during our first year of operation, we have welcomed over 4,000 non-
member guests and over 320 international motorsport and lifestyle media. 

Phase one is complete and features a 15,000 square foot club-house with a presentation center, three training 
classrooms, a full service commercial kitchen, 270 degree wrap around observation deck, four state-of-the-art 
pit garages featuring two Ravaglioli hoists, and a 2.3-kilometre road circuit designed by legendary Hermann 
Tilke and his team at Tilke Engineers & Architects. 

We have $35-million invested in the local community in our first phase which includes the circuit, the club-
house facilities and the introduction of municipal water and highspeed internet into the area for the benefit  
of all our industrial neighbours. Between the Villa Eyrie Resort (VIMC’s partner hotel) and the VIMC, we 
currently employ 81 full time staff.

We regularly partner with charitable organizations, local fundraising initiatives and community groups.

In 2016, we raised $100,000 for the David Foster Foundation, and $53,127 for the Cowichan Valley Hospital 
Foundation. On August 27, 2017, more than 10,000 people joined us at VIMC and helped raise $174,850 for 
these two worthy organizations.
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Why is VIMC rezoning its property?  

We have made application to rezone the property to develop a single comprehensive master plan for the 
entire 275-acre property owned by VIMC.  Currently the property is divided into four separate lots which 
include I2, C8 and A4 zones.

A single zone designates specific uses for defined areas and allows for a phased development of the property. 
It enables greater planning and design efficiencies which will optimize sound mitigation measures.

This single zone also provides more certainty for the community regarding the types of activities that we will 
be introducing, and eliminates entirely the possibility that VIMC would ever introduce racing at VIMC. The 
current C8 zoning, which allows track racing, would be removed. 

An amendment to the municipality’s Official Community Plan will also be required and will run concurrently 
with the rezoning application. 

What is VIMC planning under the new zone?

Phased over several years, VIMC’s proposed plan includes an extension of the existing circuit track that 
would result in a combined track length of 5.2 km and combined total of 31 corners. The plan also includes a 
car storage facility, a second club-house and experience centers for automotive manufacturers, an off-road 
experience course, a horseback riding facility, a nine-hole executive golf course, and hiking and riding trails.

All VIMC facilities (Phase One), and the proposed new operations (Phase Two) are custom designed as a club 
facility for members as well as guests who simply wish to spend the day with us.  In addition to our club 
membership, during our first year of operation, we have welcomed over 4,000 non-member guests to enjoy 
Phase 1 experiences. 
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Phase 2 represents an estimated investment of $60-million and will create an additional 50 - 60 jobs.

What is VIMC’s noise mitigation strategy for the planned expansion of the circuit?

We have made it a priority throughout our first year of operation to understand sound and how sound travels 
from VIMC through the adjacent neighborhoods. 

Two independent sound monitoring and sound measurement assessments were undertaken.

We have purchased a Class “A” sound monitoring system which is installed on the circuit and measures sound 
during track operations.

We have also purchased a second state-of-the-art mobile Class “A” sound monitoring system that allows us 
to monitor sound away from the circuit. This mobile system can be placed anywhere recording and reporting 
sound measurements independently. 

Both systems allow us to monitor sound in real-time and post measurements on-line to ensure transparency 

AREA 1 - VEHICLE CIRCUIT ( 49.2 HA )

AREA 2 - CAR STORAGE/PRESENTATION CENTRE ( 5.4 HA )

AREA 3 - OFF-ROAD TRAIL ( 8.6 HA )

AREA 4 - GOLF ( 25.8 HA )

AREA 5 - RECREATION ( 23.9 HA )
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and responsive business operations.  We will be uploading sound measurement data on a weekly basis later 
this Fall. Please check at http://islandmotorsportcircuit.com/about/sound-management

We have engaged globally-recognized sound engineers, BeSB GmbH Berlin, to assist us with sound mapping 
and sound mitigation recommendations for Phase One, as well as for Phase Two, our planned circuit 
expansion. 

BeSB GmbH Berlin sound engineers spent three days at VIMC and in the adjacent neighbourhoods testing 
their simulations and measuring sound levels. They confirmed that while the sound is at times audible, our 
operation is below 60 decibels (dba) in the adjacent neighbourhoods. 

We will have a full report including recommendations for phase one improvements and our phase two 
expansion in the Fall. We will make the report public and post it on our website. 

The expansion of the vehicle circuit will move the business operation further away from the residential 
areas. The topography of the area, along with the retained tree coverage, will contribute to sound mitigation 
measures. 

While we are operating within appropriate sound levels, we respect that our business activity is introducing a 
new type of sound to the area. Reducing sound impacts will remain a continued priority. 

What is Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit’s Sound Policy? 

Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit Vehicle Sound Policy

The Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit is a year-round motorsport facility that is focused on driving, finesse, 
passion, skills and overall experience. As a courtesy to all guests, please note that we do not accept unruly 
behaviour, unnecessary noises or deliberate noise pollution. 

Please kindly note that all vehicles with modified exhausts specifically for the purpose of deliberate and loud 
noises are not permitted at the Vancouver Island Motorsport Circuit. Our benchmark for noise is comparable 
to modern sports cars like the Porsche GT4 Clubsport, Porsche GT3 RS, AMG GT S, factory Ferraris, McLarens, 
Lamborghinis or Corvettes. These automobiles are specifically designed for those who seek excitement, passion, 
performance and driving exhilaration. The sound generated from these high-performance cars are also tuned 
by engineers for a fine balance of thrilling yet controlled sound.

We measure the sound on all cars on the circuit continually during regular hours of operations and have 
established a benchmark value based on the vehicles listed above. Our Class “A” sound monitoring system 
registers and records sound measurements daily during the period of time that the track is operational. This 
data is uploaded to our website weekly to ensure responsive and responsible business operations. Excitement 
is guaranteed; however, we want to respect all our neighbors and those set values cannot be exceeded by any 
vehicle at the circuit.

Given that you will be doubling the circuit track operation, how many vehicles will be on the 
track at any one time?

Phase Two will expand the circuit from 2.3 km to a combined total of 5.2 km. For safety reasons, we would 
consider a maximum of 30 vehicles at one time.  Should we divide the circuit in two for client driver training or 
manufacturer launches, we would be able to have up to 15 on each section of the circuit. 

In our current operation (Phase One), we typically have 6 to 10 cars on the circuit at any one time.  With the 
extension of the track, we will typically have up to 20 vehicles on the track at any one time. 

Continued Next Page
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Given that you could have twice the number of cars driving on the extended circuit, will the 
sound emitted from the vehicle engines also double in volume?

Doubling the number of vehicles on the circuit does not double the sound decibels. This has been confirmed 
by BeSB GmbH Berlin, our sound engineers. In addition, the extension of the circuit moves the operation 
further away from residential neighbourhoods, and the new area includes topography and tree coverage 
which offer sound mitigation advantages.

BeSB GmbH Berlin are producing a sound mapping simulation which will help inform the design of the circuit 
expansion. They are evaluating the sound generated from the expanded circuit and their findings will inform 
VIMC’s circuit design and overall sound management strategy. 

 BeSB GmbH Berlin will present us with a thorough report that will include recommendations for Phase One 
sound mitigation improvements, as well as design considerations for our Phase Two expansion in October. We 
will make the report public. 

Ensuring that we can manage sound responsibly and effectively is an essential part of our rezoning application.

What type of vehicles will be on the proposed off-road driving facility?

The proposed off-road experience will be designed for SUV’s, trucks, crossover vehicles and all-wheel drive 
vehicles. As the vehicles are driving at low speeds, this operation will generate very little sound.

What are the environmental values of the forested lands proposed for development?

VIMC has engaged AQUAPARIAN Environmental Consulting Ltd. to undertake a biophysical assessment of the 
property, and to inform and guide our development plans. Their work will ensure that we are respecting and 
protecting the important environmental values of our property. 

As with Phase One, we will comply with all environmental regulatory approvals for Phase Two. Our proposed 
expansion will only proceed if we can demonstrate best-practices and responsible stewardship of the 
environment. We are committed to doing so.

Has VIMC engaged with the Cowichan Tribes?

VIMC has met with representatives of the Cowichan Tribes and we are committed to engaging collaboratively 
throughout the development project and ensuring that their historical relationship to these lands is honoured. 

What is the development process timeline? 

We have filed our rezoning application and will now be reviewing the application with staff from the 
Municipality of North Cowichan over the coming months to determine what additional information may be 
required prior to taking the application to Council for review and consideration.

During this time, we will be engaging the broad community on our proposed development plans through a 
series of Open Houses and presentations.

Prior to the Municipality of North Cowichan’s Council making a decision on the rezoning application, a public 
hearing will take place. This is the opportunity for the public to share their views directly with Council.

Assuming a successful rezoning, we would commence work on the detailed design phases and implementation 
plan for the development. Several permitting requirements would still be required from the Municipality of 
North Cowichan. All going well, we hope to be in a position to start on our expansion plans in late 2018 or 
early 2019.


